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Art Unit: 2164 

DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to Application filed on 07/2 1/2003. 

2. Claims 1-9 are pending. 

3. Foreign Priority was claimed and the certified foreign applications JP 2002-237619 
(08/16/2002) was received and considered. 



4. The drawings are objected to because they fail to show necessary textual labels of 
features or symbols in Fig. 1 as described in the specification. For example, placing a label, 
"controller", with element 1 of Fig. 1, would give the viewer necessary detail to fiiUy understand 
this element at a glance. A descriptive textual label for each numbered element in these figures 
would be needed to better understand these figures without substantial analysis of the detailed 
specification. Any structural detail that is of sufficient importance to be described should be 
labeled in the drawing. Optionally, the applicant may wish to include a table next to the present 
figure to fiilfiU this requirement. See 37 CFR 1.84(n)(o), recited below: 

"(n) Symbols. Graphical drawing symbols may be used for conventional 
elements when appropriate. The elements for which such symbols and labeled 
representations are used must be adequately identified in the specification. Known 
devices should be illustrated by symbols which have a universally recognized 
conventional meaning and are generally accepted in the art. Other symbols which are not 
universally recognized may be used, subject to approval by the Office, if they are not 
likely to be confused with existing conventional symbols, and if they are readily 
identifiable. 

(o) Legends. Suitable descriptive legends may be used, or may be required by 
the Examiner, where necessary for understanding of the drawing, subject to approval by 
the Office. They should contain as few words as possible." 
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Art Unit: 2164 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



6. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 



Claims 7-9 claim a program; since not stored, it is not tangibly embodied. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 



8. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sako (Publication 
No US 2002/0080918). 
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As to claim 1 , Sako teaches: 
"A medical image photographing system for photographing a medical image by selecting any 
one reader-types of medical image reading apparatus according to photographing reservation 
information and controlling the reader-type of medical image reading apparatus" (see [0024], 
[0050], [0059], and [0060] wherein each radiographic apparatus implies one reader-type of 
medical image reading apparatus as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language), the medical image 
photographing system comprising: 

"a storage for storing photographing conditions which are combinations of reader-types 
of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses and photographic parts, and process 
parameters related to the photographing conditions and used under the photographing conditions 
therein" (see [0060], [0065] and [0066] wherein each radiographic apparatus is equivalent to 
A pplicant 's "medical image reading apparatus", "FPD" and "CR" (Figure 6) are equivalent to 
A pplicant 's "reader-types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses, radiographing 
method names as disclosed is equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic parts", and a table held in 
management unit is equivalent to a storage for storing photographing conditions as illustrated in 
A pplicant 's claim language; [0065] and [0066] disclose the parameter set storage unit to store 
radiographing parameter set where "radiographing parameter set" is equivalent to A pplicant 's 
"process parameters"; also see [0049], [0050], and [0073]); 

"an ordering section for ordering the photographing reservation information" (see [0053] 
where examination request information is equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographing reservation 
information"); 
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"a reader-type detecting section for detecting at least one reader-type capable of 
photographing a photographic part by searching a photographing condition including the 
photographic part according to the photographing reservation information ordered by the 
ordering section from the storage" (see [0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic 
apparatus implies A pplicant 's "one reader-type", radiographing method is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "photographic part", and the disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus to 
be used for radiographing using the table as disclosed implies the inclusion of a reader-type 
detecting section and is equivalent to detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing 
as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0054]); 

"a reader-type selecting section for selecting a reader-type which is to be used for 
photographing among the at least one reader-type detected by the reader-type detecting section" 
(see [0024], [0061] for how a radiographing apparatus is selected where "radiographing 
apparatus" is equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-type"; also see Figure 13 and [0088]); and 

"a photographing control section for controlling the photographing by loading a process 
parameter corresponding to the photographing condition which is a combination of the reader- 
type selected by the reader-type selecting section and the photographic part according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered by the ordering section from the storage" (see 
[0065] and [0066] wherein setup processing unit is equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographing 
control section", basic parameter is equivalent to Applicant 's "process parameter", and the 
mention of radiographing method ID and radiographing direction is equivalent to the 
combination of reader-type and photographic part as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language 
(see [0060] and Figure 6)). 
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As to claim 2, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"further comprising a code storage for storing the photographic parts and photographic 
part codes related to the photographic parts and the reader-types of the plurality of medical 
image reading apparatus and reader-type codes related to the reader-type codes related to the 
reader-types (see [0060] and figure 6 wherein radiographing method names are equivalent to 
A pplicant 's "photographic parts", radiographing method IDs are equivalent to A pplicant 's 
"photographic part codes", radiographic apparatus column can be considered to be equivalent to 
A pplicant 's "reader-types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatus" and "reader-type 
codes"), 

"wherein the storage stores photographing conditions which is combinations of the 
reader-type codes and the photographic part codes stored in the code storage, and process 
parameters related to and used under the photographing conditions" (see [0060] wherein a table 
in management unit is equivalent to A pplicant 's "code storage" and see [0065] wherein basic 
parameters are equivalent to Applicant's "process parameters"), and 

"the reader-type detecting section detect at least one reader-type capable of 
photographing the photographic part by searching a photographing condition including a 
photographic part code according to the photographing reservation information ordered by the 
ordering section from the storage" (see [0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic 
apparatus implies A pplicant 's "one reader-type", radiographing method ID is equivalent to 
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A pplicant 's "photographic part code", and the disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus 
to be used for radiographing using the table as disclosed implies detecting at least one reader- 
type capable of photographing the photographing part by searching photographing condition as 
illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0053] and [0054]). 

As to claim 3, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"reader-type displaying section for displaying discriminately the at least one reader-type 
detected by the reader-type detecting section" (see Figure 13 wherein items "STAND" and 
"LEI" are equivalent to Applicant's "reader-type" and the disclosure of such interface is 
equivalent to A pplicant 's "displaying section"), 

"wherein the reader-type selecting section selects a reader-type which is to be used for 
photographing among the at least one reader-type discriminately displayed by the reader-type 
displaying section" (see Figure 13 wherein item "STAND" is selected to be used for 
photographing as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language). 

As to claim 4, Sako teaches: 
"A medical image photographing method for photographing a medical image by selecting any 
one reader-types of medical image reading apparatus according to photographing reservation 
information and controlling the reader-type of medical image reading apparatus" (see [0024], 
[0050], [0059], and [0060] wherein each radiographic apparatus implies one reader-type of 
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medical image reading apparatus as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language), the method 
comprising: 

"storing photographing conditions which are combinations of reader-types of the plurality 
of medical image reading apparatuses and photographic parts, and process parameters related to 
the photographing conditions and used under the photographing conditions therein" (see [0060], 
[0065] and [0066] wherein each radiographic apparatus is equivalent to A pplicant 's "medical 
image reading apparatus", "FPD" and "CR" (Figure 6) are equivalent to Applicant 's "reader- 
types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses, radiographing method names as 
disclosed are equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic parts", and the disclosure of storing 
radiographic apparatus and radiographing method together in a table held in management unit is 
equivalent to storing photographing conditions as illustrated in Applicant 's claim language; 
[0065] and [0066] disclose the parameter set storage unit to store radiographing parameter set 
where "radiographing parameter set" is equivalent to A pplicant 's "process parameters"; also see 
[0049], [0050], and [0073]); 

"ordering the photographing reservation information" (see [0053] and [0054] where 
examination request information or examination order information is equivalent to A pplicant 's 
"photographing reservation information"); 

"detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing a photographic part by. 
searching a photographing condition including the photographic part according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered among the photographing conditions stored" (see 
[0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic apparatus implies A pplicant 's "one 
reader-type", radiographing method is equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic part", and the 
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disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus to be used for radiographing using the table 
as disclosed is equivalent to detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing as 
illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0054]); 

"selecting a reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at least one 
reader-type detected" (see [0024] and [0061] for how a radiographing apparatus is selected 
where "radiographing apparatus" is equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-type"; also see Figure 13 
and [0088]); and 

"controlling the photographing by loading a stored process parameter corresponding to 
the photographing condition which is a combination of the reader-type selected and the 
photographic part according to the photographing reservation information ordered from the 
process parameters stored" (see [0065] and [0066] wherein setup processing unit controls the 
photographing by loading radiographing parameter set is equivalent to A pplicant 's claim 
language wherein radiographing parameter is equivalent to Applicant 's "process parameter", and 
the mention of radiographing method ID and radiographing direction is equivalent to the 
combination of reader-type and photographic part as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language 
(see [0060] and Figure 6)). 

As to claim 5, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 4 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"further comprising storing the photographic parts and photographic part codes related to 
the photographic parts and the reader-types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatus 
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and reader-type codes related to the reader-type codes related to the reader-types" (see [0060] 
and figure 6 wherein radiographing method names are equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic 
parts", radiographing method IDs are equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic part codes", 
radiographic apparatus column can be considered to be equivalent to Applicant 's "reader-types 
of the plurality of medical image reading apparatus" and "reader-type codes"), 

"wherein the storing photographing conditions which are combinations of the reader-type 
codes of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses and photographic parts, and process 
parameters related to and used under the photographing conditions therein includes storing 
photographing conditions which are combinations of the reader-type codes stored and the 
photographic part codes stored, and process parameters related to and used under the 
photographing conditions" (see [0060] wherein the disclosure of a table in management unit 
storing radiographic apparatus, photographing method name and ID wherein radiographing 
method names are equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic parts", radiographing method IDs are 
equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic part codes", radiographic apparatus column can be 
considered to be equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-types of the plurality of medical image 
reading apparatus" and "reader-type codes", is equivalent to A pplicant 's claim language; see 
[0065] wherein basic parameters are equivalent to A pplicant 's "process parameters"), and 

"the detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing the photographic part by 
searching a photographing condition including a photographic part according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered among the photographing conditions stored 
includes detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing the photographic part by 
searching a photographing condition including a photographic part code according to the 
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photographing reservation information ordered by the ordering section among photographic part 
codes stored" (see [0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic apparatus impHes 
A pplicant 's "one reader-type" and "reader-type code", radiographing method ID is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "photographic part code", and the disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus 
to be used for radiographing using the table as disclosed implies detecting at least one reader- 
type capable of photographing the photographing part by searching photographing condition as 
illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0053] and [0054]). 

As to claim 6, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 4 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"displaying discriminately the at least one reader-type detected" (see Figure 13 wherein 
items "STAND" and "LEI" are equivalent to Applicant's "reader-type" and the disclosure of 
such interface is equivalent to Applicant 's "displaying. . ."), 

"wherein the selecting a reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at 
least one reader-type discriminately displayed by the reader-type detected includes selecting a 
reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at least one reader-type displayed" 
(see Figure 13 wherein item "STAND" (equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-type") is selected to 
be used for photographing among several types detected as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim 
language). 



As to claim 7, Sako teaches: 
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"A program, when the program is loaded onto a computer for controlling a medical image 
photographing system for photographing a medical image by selecting any one reader-types of 
medical image reading apparatus among a plurality of reader-types of medical image reading 
apparatus according to photographing reservation information and controlling the reader-type of 
medical image reading apparatus" (see [0024], [0050], [0059], and [0060] wherein each 
radiographic apparatus implies one reader-type of medical image reading apparatus as illustrated 
in A pplicant 's claim language), the program making the computer execute: 

"storing photographing conditions which are combinations of reader-types of the plurality 
of medical image reading apparatuses and photographic parts, and process parameters related to 
the photographing conditions and used under the photographing conditions therein" (see [0060], 
[0065] and [0066] wherein each radiographic apparatus is equivalent to Applicant 's "medical 
image reading apparatus", "FPD" and "CR" (Figure 6) are equivalent to Applicant 's "reader- 
types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses, radiographing method names as 
disclosed are equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic parts", and the disclosure of storing 
radiographic apparatus and radiographing method together in a table held in management unit is 
equivalent to storing photographing conditions as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; 
[0065] and [0066] disclose the parameter set storage unit to store radiographing parameter set 
where "radiographing parameter set" is equivalent to Applicant 's "process parameters"; also see 
[0049], [0050], and [0073]); 

"ordering the photographing reservation information" (see [0053] and [0054] where 
examination request information or examination order information is equivalent to A pplicant 's 
"photographing reservation information"); 
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"detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing a photographic part by 
searching a photographing condition including the photographic part according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered among the photographing conditions stored" (see 
[0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic apparatus implies Applicant 's "one 
reader-type", radiographing method is equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic part", and the 
disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus to be used for radiographing using the table 
as disclosed is equivalent to detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing as 
illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0054]); 

"selecting a reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at least one 
reader-type detected" (see [0024] and [0061] for how a radiographing apparatus is selected 
where "radiographing apparatus" is equivalent to Applicant 's "reader-type"; also see Figure 13 
and [0088]); and 

"controlling the photographing by loading a stored process parameter corresponding to 
the photographing condition which is a combination of the reader-type selected and the 
photographic part according to the photographing reservation information ordered from the 
process parameters stored" (see [0065] and [0066] wherein setup processing unit controls the 
photographing by loading radiographing parameter set is equivalent to A pplicant 's claim 
language wherein radiographing parameter is equivalent to Applicant 's "process parameter", and 
the mention of radiographing method ID and radiographing direction is equivalent to the 
combination of reader-type and photographic part as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language 
(see [0060] and Figure 6)). 
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As to claim 8, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 7 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"storing the photographic parts and photographic part codes related to the photographic 
parts and the reader-types of the plurality of medical image reading apparatus and reader-type 
codes related to the reader-type codes related to the reader-types" (see [0060] and figure 6 
wherein radiographing method names are equivalent to A pplicant 's "photographic parts", 
radiographing method IDs are equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic part codes", radiographic 
apparatus column can be considered to be equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-types of the plurality 
of medical image reading apparatus" and "reader-type codes"), 

"wherein the storing photographing conditions which are combinations of the reader-type 
codes of the plurality of medical image reading apparatuses and photographic parts, and process 
parameters related to and used under the photographing conditions therein includes storing 
photographing conditions which are combinations of the reader-type codes stored and the 
photographic part codes stored, and process parameters related to and used under the 
photographing conditions" (see [0060] wherein the disclosure of a table in management unit 
storing radiographic apparatus, photographing method name and ID wherein radiographing 
method names are equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic parts", radiographing method IDs are 
equivalent to Applicant 's "photographic part codes", radiographic apparatus column can be 
considered to be equivalent to A pplicant 's "reader-types of the plurality of medical image 
reading apparatus" and "reader-type codes", is equivalent to Applicant 's claim language; see 
[0065] wherein basic parameters are equivalent to A pplicant 's "process parameters"), and 
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"the detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing the photographic part by 
searching a photographing condition including a photographic part according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered among the photographing conditions stored 
includes detecting at least one reader-type capable of photographing the photographic part by 
searching a photographing condition including a photographic part code according to the 
photographing reservation information ordered by the ordering section among photographic part 
codes stored" (see [0059], [0060] and Figure 6 wherein each radiographic apparatus implies 
A pplicant 's "one reader-type" and "reader-type code", radiographing method ID is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "photographic part code", and the disclosure of determining a radiographic apparatus 
to be used for radiographing using the table as disclosed implies detecting at least one reader- 
type capable of photographing the photographing part by searching photographing condition as 
illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language; also see [0053] and [0054]). 

As to claim 9, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 7 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Sako teaches: 

"displaying discriminately the at least one reader-type detected" (see Figure 13 wherein 
items "STAND" and "LEI" are equivalent to Applicant's "reader-type" and the disclosure of 
such interface is equivalent to Applicant 's "displaying. . ."), 

"wherein the selecting a reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at 
least one reader-type discriminately displayed by the reader-type detected includes selecting a 
reader-type which is to be used for photographing among the at least one reader-type displayed" 
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(see Figure 13 wherein item "STAND" (equivalent to Applicant 's "reader-type") is selected to 
be used for photographing among several types detected as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim 
language). 

9. The prior art made of record and not replied upon is consider pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 

Takasawa (US Patent No 6,501,827) teaches an X-ray photographic apparatus including a 
standing position sensor panel and recumber position panel served as reading apparatuses. 

Nagatsuka et al. (Publication No US 2001/001 1713) teach a medical image reading 
apparatus including a plurality of readers. 

Takavanagi (US Patent No 5,027,274) teaches method and system for managing a 
process of image data acquired by a computed radiography technique. 

Tamakoski et al (Publication No US 2002/0063226) teach a netv^ork system includes a 
plurality of radiation-image reading apparatuses. 

Akahori (Publication No US 2002/0141630) teaches a medical image apparatus can 
change an output image in accordance with photographing condition. 

Pantone (US Patent No 3,962,807) teaches a X-ray film coded identification system. 

Shoii (US Patent No 6,539,076) teaches a method and apparatus for photographing a 
radiation image. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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